
Church Council Summary – Feb. 16, 2016 
 
Our Long’s Chapel Church Council met on Tuesday, February 16 at 6:30 pm. The “worship 
meeting in which business is conducted” began by lighting the Holy Spirit candle and 
inviting the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us as we discussed the items listed on the 
agenda. Scripture readings for our meeting were taken from: John 14:15-17; John 16:13; 
Matthew 28:20; and Philippians 4:13. What follows is a brief summary: 
 
Eleven Church Council members were present for this meeting. John Terrell was unable to 
attend the meeting. At the present time John has a higher priority caring for his wife, Vi. We 
miss John and pray for Vi’s complete healing. 
 
Church Council reviewed the covenant created by Council members. Work on the covenant 
began in April 2015. All Council members affirmed the covenant as stated. We then 
proceeded to sign the covenant. Our covenant includes Council’s Foundational Belief, 
Foundational Identity, Guiding Scriptures, and Values and Principles. Ruth Haley Barton 
states in her book, Pursuing God’s Will Together, “a written covenant makes our 
commitment real on a level that mere conversation does not. It provides a way for the group 
to claim shared ownership for their behavior because it contains detailed guidelines that 
help the group function together in agreed-upon ways.” Copies of the Church Council 
covenant can be obtained at the church office. 
 
Pastors Chuck and Justin, Tom Fogarty, and John Bickerstaff then led Council members, and 
all guests in attendance, in a time of prayer and Holy Communion. 
 
Council members then began a process of discerning God’s will concerning the next step(s) 
forward re: Building Committee/architects Master Plan. Jim Matthews led Council in the 
discernment process. Council was asked to affirm the Master Plan that was presented to 
Council on December 1, 2015, as well as to approve the Building Committee’s request for 
additional funding authorizations. 
 
Church Council affirmed that the Master Plan did address the five facility-related ministry 
hindrances approved by Church Council consensus in July 2014. Church Council also 
affirmed and approved the Building Committee’s request for additional funding totaling 
$74,500 (funded from Building Account, current account balance approximately $284,000). 
The additional funding will allow Aspen Group (architect) to proceed with “further 
architectural development of the project to such a point that adequate information is 
available for presentation to the full congregation for its vote of support.” Also included in 
this total is funding for necessary civil engineering work. (This information was provided in 
a handout from the Building Committee at their December 1, 2015 presentation to the 
Church Council.) This work is a next step in the process directing the Building Committee 
and is in compliance with the Book of Discipline (paragraph 2544.4.c and 2544.4.e). 
 
We concluded our time together with prayer led by Jeanne Heath. 
 
The next regularly scheduled Church Council meeting will be held March 15, 2016. As 
always, all meetings of Church Leadership are open to anyone (except when discussing 
personnel issues). 
 
 


